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May for me is a special month.  
Not only is it Mother’s Day (May  
9th), but it is also my mom’s 
birthday (May 8th—and yes she 
was born on Mother’s Day).   

So for this month’s message I 
celebrate all mothers and all 
women who nurture children. We 
learn many things from them.  

There are many narratives in the 
Bible about mothers.  What 
lessons do they have for us? 

Eve 
(Genesis chapters 3 & 4) 

Adam man named his wife Eve, 
because she was the mother of 
all living.  Genesis 3:20 

Eve probably is best 
remembered as being duped by 
Satan.   

Now the serpent 
was more crafty 
than any other 
wild animal that 
the LORD God 
had made. He 
said to the 
woman, “Did 

God say, ‘You shall not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?” The 
woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden; but God said, ‘You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, nor shall you touch it, or 
you shall die.’”  But the serpent 

said to the woman, “You will not 
die; for God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.”  
Genesis 3:1-5 

From Eve we can learn the 
importance of being aware of the 
temptations that are put in front 
of us.   

Can we turn from temptation and 
believe and trust in God’s word? 

Hannah 
(1 Samuel chapters 1 & 2) 

Hannah had trouble conceiving, 
she prayed and was blessed 
with a boy, Samuel.   

I prayed for this child, and GOD 
gave me what I asked for. And 
now I have dedicated him to 
GOD. He’s dedicated to GOD for 
life.  1 Samuel 1:27-28 

Hannah 
reminds us that 
our children 
really belong to 
the Lord.  They 
are beautiful 
and unique 
children of God.  

Can we give our children to God 
by teaching them about the 
Lord? 

Teach your children to choose 
the right path, and when they are 
older, they will remain upon it.  
Proverbs 22:6 

Widow of Zarephath 
(1 Kings 17) 

The widow was down to her last 
bit of food for her son and 
herself.  She 
was asked to 
give it to 
someone else.  
She did.  She 
learned that in 
giving we can 
receive—God will provide. 

For thus says the LORD the God 
of Israel: The jar of meal will not 
be emptied and the jug of oil will 
not fail until the day that the 
LORD sends rain on the earth.  
1 Kings 17:13-14 

Will we give all we can spare to 
the local food bank or a 
homeless shelter as a step of 
faith?  God loves a cheerful 
giver.  2 Corinthians 9:7 

Jochebed 
(Exodus 2) 

Jochebed, the mother of Moses.  
At the time of his birth a mass 
slaughter of Hebrew boys had 
been ordered. 

When she 
could hide 
him no longer 
she got a 
papyrus 
basket for 
him, and 
plastered it with bitumen and 
pitch; she put the child in it and 
placed it among the reeds on the 
bank of the river.  Exodus 2:3 

Open Hearts   
Open Minds 
Open Doors 

If you have a prayer concern, a need, or would like to receive weekly messages in the mail during this 
time, email us  (rlumc.oh@gmail.com) or leave a voice message (937-746-2131). 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PASTOR. 
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God so worked that her baby 
was found by Pharaoh's 
daughter. Jochebed even 
became her own son's nurse.  
Moses’ mother shows us that the 
determination and ingenuity of a 
desperate mother can result in 
surprising circumstances.   

Jochebed trusted in God to keep 
Moses safe.  What can we do to 
keep our children safe?  Will we 
trust in God? 

Canaanite woman 
(Matthew 15) 

Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 
David; my daughter is tormented 
by a demon.  Matthew 15:22 

The 
disciples 
wanted to 
send her 
away, 

Jesus did not immediately 
respond to her and then asked 
her a question which she 
answered.  Like a mother bear 
protecting her cub, this 
Canaanite mom wasn’t about to 
give up.   

Jesus answered her, “Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done 
for you as you wish.” And her 
daughter was healed instantly.  
Matthew 15:28 

Her faith in Jesus and her 
persistent attitude was 
answered.  

How often do we want to give up 
when we don’t get what we ask 
for right away or when we get 
something else in its place?  
How strong is our faith in Jesus?  

Mary 
(Luke 1) 

Mary was the most honored 
mother in the Bible, the human 
mother of Jesus.  

Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.  Luke 1:38 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, for he has looked with 
favor on the lowliness of his 
servant.  Luke 1:46-48 

Although she was only a young, 
humble 
peasant, Mary 
accepted 
God's will for 
her life. She 
suffered 
enormous shame and pain, yet 
never doubted her Son for a 
moment.  

Mary is a shining example of 
obedience and submission to the 
God's will. 

God uses ordinary people to do 
extraordinary things.  How can 
we humbly serve the Lord? 

These are but a few of the 
mothers in the bible.  Sorry if I 
left out your favorite, but take an 
opportunity during the month of 
Mother’s Day and read about the 
different mothers in the bible..  

You may also want to check out 
Proverbs 31.  Here is some of 
it… 

She is clothed with strength and 
dignity; she can laugh at the 
days to come. 
She speaks with wisdom, and 
faithful instruction is on her 
tongue. 
She watches over the affairs of 
her household and does not eat 
the bread of idleness. 
Honor her for all that her hands 
have done, and let her works 
bring her praise at the city gate. 

OK, so she wasn’t 
in the bible, but I 
would be remiss in 
not saying 
something about 
lessons learn from 
my mother, Anne.  
She took me to church every 
Sunday where I learn the stories 
of the bible (Old Testament and 
New Testament) and discovered 
the wonderful love of Jesus.  
She taught me the importance of 
caring and feeding others—
friends and strangers.  Mom 
made sure all of us girls had 
what we needed physically, 
mentally, and spiritually.  I love 
you mom.  Thank you for being 
my mom and a shining role 
model.   

 Have a blessed May, 
Pastor Sandy 

 
ACTION PLAN FOR 50 DAYS 

OF LOVE 

I hope you continue to take part 
in this 50 
days of love 
plan.  You 
are not 
restricted to 
doing just 
this.  Just 
take this time to intentionally 
spread God’s love.  

April 25 – May 1 
Give gifts of gratitude.  Take (in 
a safe manner) or send a gift to 
someone to express your love 
and care for them.  The practice 
of gift giving can help to build 
goodwill, express appreciation, 
or demonstrate love.  Possible 
gifts might include flowers, 
books, cookies, a bookmark, or 
maybe if you have children – a 
picture drawn or colored by 
them.  Pray for them daily.  

May 2-8 
This Sunday will be Mother’s 
Day.  Consider calling a 
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retirement center or nursing 
home to find out one or more 
women who would benefit from 
receiving a card. Or, is there a 
neighbor or someone else who 
could use a card? Pray for them. 

May 9-15    
Pray specifically for one or two 
people who need special care.  It 
might be someone passing 
through a time of sorrow or 
illness, a time of decisions, a 
time of joy and celebration, or 
someone you would particularly 
like to help.  Those for whom you 
pray might never know, but your 
prayers may be a particular 
blessing if you send a card, a 
note, an email, or a text 
indicating that you have prayed 
for them.   

May 16-22 
Do at least one act of random 
kindness for someone you do 
not know.  Also, extend a 
personal invitation to the people 
who you have written, contacted, 
or prayed for, to be your guest in 
worship on Pentecost Sunday 
(May 23) or another appropriate 
Sunday.   

May 23 (Pentecost) 
Do one act of random kindness 
today as led by the Holy Spirit. 
 

OUTREACH 

On Sunday 
mornings, we will 
have Kroger cards 
available for people 

in need of assistance.  Masks 
must be worn to enter the 
church. 

AA MEETING 

Every Tuesday 7:30-8:30 PM.  
Contact Mike Tracy to ensure 
they are meeting: H:  513-932-
0538   C:  513-850-4633 
 

WORSHIP 

Sunday 10:30 AM 

(Video also posted on Facebook, 
YouTube and our website on 

Sunday morning.) 

For your and other’s 
protection, masks must be 
worn properly – social 
distancing enforced.  

5/2...... Acts 8:26-40 (story of 
Paul and the Eunech) 

5/9...... Mother’s Day: John 15:9-
17 – guest preacher, 
Jennifer Fry CLM 

5/16 .... Ascension of the Lord 
Sunday: Acts1:11  

5/23 .... Pentecost: Acts 2:1-21 – 
guset preacher, Bishop 
Palmer (via video) 

5/30 .... Trinity Sunday/Memorial 
Day Weekend: Meditative 
worship service based on 
the Trinity: Creator God; 
Our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
Our ever present guide, 
the Holy Spirit 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP TIME 

To maintain safety and “social 
distancing,” there will be no 
fellowship or gathering time 
offered before or after any 
service. 
 

FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

ADULTS 

Sundays at 9:30 AM 

Note: Masks will be required, 
social distancing observed, 
and no drink/food shared.  

Reservations appreciated so we 
can be sure the appropriate 
seating is set up. 

CHILDREN 

We are mailing children bulletins 
to any child between the age of 3 
and 12. If you know of a child 

that would like to receive a 
weekly bulletin, please email us 
with name and address. 

We look forward to when we can 
start holding Children’s Sunday 
School again in person. 

YOUTH 

Our Youth Directors are sending 
messages to our youth phones 
each week,  If you have a youth 
that would like to receive uplifting 
messages, please email us your 
name and contact information 
and one of our Youth Directors 
will be in contact. We look 
forward to when we can gather 
with our youth again in person. 

COMMUNICATION 

We continue to use various 
methods to stay in contact – 
cards, phone calls, newsletter, 
online devotions. Check out our 
website for Sunday morning 
worship video, and for updates 
on worship services and 
gatherings. We also post the 
service on Facebook and 
YouTube. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

We lift up… 
Gary N. 
Jean 
Wanda Z. 
Geraldine 
Marty C.  
John S.  
Marilyn M.  
Charlotte M. 
Gayle C. 
and those on our hearts to you 
Lord, you know their needs.  We 
place them in your loving caring 
arms because you are the great 
healer, the great comforter, and 
the great peace maker and 
through you anything is possible.  
Amen.  
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BLESSING & PRAYER BOX 

Construction 
is proceeding. 
We are hoping 
to have it up 
sometime in 
May.  

In order to 
be ready to 
stock the 
box when it 

is constructed, we will have a 
donation box where people can 
drop of goods. 

A Blessing Box is an outdoor 
cabinet that is stocked with non-
perishable food items, basic 
toiletries, baby supplies, and 
anything else that might be 
considered a blessing to 
someone who finds themselves 
in need. 

A Prayer box will be attached to 
the Blessing Box so that people 
can leave prayer requests.  We 
will give the requests to our 
prayer warriors. 

If would like to discuss ways you 
can help, or if you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor 
Sandy. 

MOVING FORWARD 

Plans for 
Phase 1 
for the 

use of the property behind the 
church - the creation of a picnic 
and outdoor worship area.  

We are looking forward with 
anticipation to having an outdoor 
area to gather for worship and 

other events in good weather 
this summer -  even with 
possible COVID restrictions. 

Please consider continuing your 
contribution that you were giving 
to the lift and indicate to use it for 
our Moving Forward campaign. 

MISSION DINNER AT 
FRANKLIN FIRST UMC: 

We, along 
with Hope 
UMC, are 
again serving 
bagged 
dinners at 
Franklin 

UMC. We start back up on April 
27th.  Ways you can serve: 

 Donate either monetary 
donation or food donation.  
Check with Marty as to what is 
needed food wise. 

 Help put dinner bags together 
3:30-4:30 pm. Contact Marty, 

 Help pass out the dinner bags 
– 4:30-5:30 pm. Contact Marty, 

 Pray  

MARCH TO MISSION: 

For the month of May: Red Lion 
Blessing Box:  Either: 

 Drop off non-perishable food 
items, basic toiletries, baby 
supplies, and anything else 
that might be considered a 
blessing to someone who finds 
themselves in need in the box 
in the Fellowship Hall.   

 A jar is on the table at the back 
of the Sanctuary it if you wish 
to make a cash donation. 

IHN DINNER 

Our next time provide food and 
family and kid games is July 10th. 
Check with Bonnie or Pastor 
Sandy if you wish to help. 

SPECIAL GIVING 
OPPORTUNITY: 

For the month of MAY: IHN 
Christmas in July: 

We will be 
collecting 
monetary  

donations (jar in the back of the 
Sanctuary).  This will be used by 
IHN for the Christmas in July 
where they provided school 
supplies, clothes, etc. for 
children in the program to begin 
their school year. 

SUPPORT THE CHURCH 

Please continue your tithing, so 
we can be servants through 
worship, service and whatever 
God puts on our hearts. You can 
mail in your tithe or a donation, 
or drop off in basket at back of 
Sanctuary. 

 

CHURCH MEETINGS 

Anyone is welcome to join us. 

May 2: Worship Team  

May 16: Board of Directors 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN 

Check with Norma to ensure 
meeting is happening. 

If you know 
someone who 
could benefit from 
receiving an 
encouraging word 
via a card, please 

let Norma know. 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities to  
Serve the Lord 
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MAY 
BIRTHDAYS/ ANNIVERSARYS 

Birthdays: 
1 ...... Kayleigh T. 
2 ...... Addie G. 
6 ...... Tammy T. 
16 .... Beulah C. 
19 .... Kindred T. 
29 .... Judy B. 

Anniversaries:   
1 ...... Russ & Marge C. 

If we missed a birthday or 
anniversary, please let Pastor 
Sandy know. 


